The Eloody Assize
actually served in the King's army against Monmouth might
have had some influence on a king who had himself served
as a naval officer, and therefore might have had the tradi-
tional feelings of an officer and a gentleman about the incon-
venience of executing the mother of one of his own soldiers,
for a political offence. But here he showed a reversion to
that type of civilian mind which is swayed, by cowardice and
fear, to do injustice. There were many instances of it in
recent years when the mob clamoured for the internment of
fathers and mothers of foreign origin whilst they ordered
their children into the ranks to fight their battles.
This was the woman that Jeffreys was riding down to
Winchester to destroy, and from a legal point of view the
task was no cleaner than it can reasonably be made to appear
from a moral point of view, or from any standard of decent
human conduct. What Mrs Lisle had done was to give-
shelter to two fugitives of Monmouth's routed army for
one night, the outlaw Nelthorpe, and a respectable Presby-
terian minister named John Hicks, who had been with the
Duke's army.
During the outbreak Alice Lisle had been with friends
in London, and she returned to her home about the end of
July. It was alleged against her that, on July 28th, she
received a visit from a baker named Dunne, carrying a mes-
sage from Hicks asking her whether he and a friend could be
received and lodged for the night. Thereupon, as she had
sent a favourable reply, on Tuesday night Dunne brought
them to Moyles Court, where Dame Lisle entertained them
to supper, and it was said they discussed the disaster at
Sedgemoor.
Now there were various defences that could be raised!
The prosecutors had to satisfy the jury that the lady knew
. that the two men were combatants and rebels.   Although
Nelthorpe was an outlaw Hicks had not at this time been
convicted of any crime, and the Crown would have to prove.
the prisoner's hiowledge of her visitors' antecedents,
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